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j^  STANP^DS  OF  BEHAVIOR  IN  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

y  ,■'-7     Students  have  the  right  to  an  education  and  to  all  rights 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution,  including  the  right  to  personal 
safety.   In  return,  they  must  respect  the  rights  of  other  students, 
teachers,  and  staff.   To  protect  these  rights,  rules  have  been  written 
for  all  students  in  Boston's  public  schools. 

Learning  and  teaching  can  take  place  only  when  everyone  behaves 

with  care  and  respect  for  everyone  else.   Students  and  teachers  cannot 

work  together  where  there  is  fear,  disorder  or  violence.   The  rules 

below  will  be  enforced  in  all  public  schools. 

STUDENTS  FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  12  ARE  EXPECTED: 

-  TO  COME  TO  SCHOOL  EVERY  DAY,  ON  TIME,  TO  LEARN  AND 

TO  WORK.  THEY  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  TAKE  AN  ACTIVE  PART  IN 
ALL  SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES. 

-  TO  BEHAVE  RESPECTFULLY  TOWARDS  PEOPLE  OF  ALL  AGES 
RACES,  ETHNIC  GROUPS,  RELIGIONS  AND  OF  BOTH  SEXES. 

STUDENTS  WHO  VIOLATE  THE  FOLLOWING  RULES  MAY  BE  SUSPENDED  OR,  IN 
SOME  CASES,  FJCPELLED.   EXPULSION  IS  EXCLUSION  FROM  SCHOOL  FOR  UP  TO 
ONE  CALENDAR  YEAR.   STUDENTS  ARE  NOT  ALLOWED: 

-  To  bring  to  school  dangerous  objects  of  no  reasonable 
use  to  a  student  in  school,  such  as  knives,  guns,  mock 
guns,  studded  belts  or  bracelets,  or  other  weapons 
prohibited  by  state  law.   POSSESSION  OF  FIREARMS  WILL 
RESULT  IN  EXPULSION.   POSSESSION  OF  A  DANGEROUS  OBJECT 
WILL  RESULT  IN  SUSPENSION.   THE  SECOND  POSSESSION  OF 
ANY  DANGEROUS  OBJECT  MAY  RESULT  IN  EXPULSION. 

-  To  threaten  or  to  harm  another  person.   HARMING 
ANOTHER  PERSON  WITH  A  WEAPON  WILL  RESULT  IN 
EXPULSION.,  THE  USE  OF  A  MOCK  GUN  IN  A  THREATENING 
MANNER  WILL  RESULT  IN  EXPULSION. 

-  To  bring  nonprescribed  drugs,  marijuana,  narcotics  or 
alcohol  to  school,  or  to  use,  sell  or  distribute  such 
drugs  or  alcohol  in  school.   SELLING  OR  DISTRIBUTING 
DRUGS  MAY  RESULT  IN  EXPULSION. 

STUDENTS  WHO  VIOLATE  THE  FOLLOWING  RULES  MAY  BE  SUSPENDED. 
STUDENTS  ARE  NOT  ALLOWED: 

-  To  take  by  force  things  that  belong  to  other  people. 

-  To  steal. 

-  To  damage  or  to  deface  (graffiti)  property  that 
belongs  to  other  people  or  to  the  school. 
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-  To  behave  on  school  buses  or  at  bus  stops  In  ways  that  Mi 
put  other  people  in  danger.  " 

-  To  disrupt  school,  classrooms,  or  school-sponsored 
activities. 

-  To  Interfere  with  other  students'  learning  --   for 
example,  by  continuously  and  purposefully  making  noise. 

-  To  use  sexually  offensive  or  intimidating  language, 
obscene  gestures  or  body  contact. 

-  To  be  in  places  in  school  where  they  should  not  be. 

-  To  refuse  to  leave  an  area  when  requested. 

Additional  grounds  for  discipline  are  listed  in  Section  7.0  of 
the  1982  Code  of  Discipline  and  in  each  school's  School-Based  Rules. 

Students  may  be  removed  to  another  classroom  or  school  where  the; 
will  continue  to  receive  Instruction  and  where  they  will  be  asked  to 
examine  their  behavior  and  the  problems  it  is  causing  other  people  ant 
themselves.  In  the  most  serious  cases,  the  Boston  School  Police  and 
the  courts  will  be  involved.  In  addition,  students  may  be  expelled 
from  school. 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION  STAFF  MUST  BE  DIRECTLY  INVOLVED  WHEN 
FJCCLUSIONARY  DISCIPLINE  IS  BEING  CONSIDERED  FOR  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 
STUDENTS . 

In  a  democracy,  everyone  has  the  right  to  be  treated  fairly,  ever 
when  it  seems  that  he  or  she  has  violated  rules  or  laws.  Students  are 
entitled  to  a  fair  hearing  with  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  under 
procedures  outlined  in  the  1982  Code  of  Discipline.  At  the  hearing, 
students  and  parents  must  be  told  what  the  charge  is.  They  have  the 
right  to  tell  their  side  of  the  story. 

The  purpose  of  these  standards  and  rules  is  to  develop 
self-discipline;  to  prevent  trouble  from  arising;  and  to  make  our 
schools  safe  and  wholesome  places  in  which  to  learn. 

A  COPY  OF  THE  1982  CODE  OF  DISCIPLINE  IS  AVAILABLE  UPON  REQUEST 
AT  YOUR  SCHOOL  OR  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT'S  OFFICE. 

Additional  information  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
STUDENTS,  PARENTS  AND  STAFF,  as  follows: 

STUDENTS  STAFF  PARENTS 

Boston  Student  Office  of  School  Monitoring  Department 

Advisory  Council         Operations  Citywide  Parents 
726-6200,  Ext.  5333      Boston  Public  Schools      Council       ^^, 

726-6200,  Ext.  5330  426-2450       ^ 


^mm^ 


